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In compiling this material it 
has been my Geoire to invelude hiatory 
pathos aad beamar, preamated in a wey 
which weald prove interssting to ths 
reader, Brocy effort has bean made to 
anthontioate the information harein 
with whet research material was avae 
Jlable, The incertive for thia pub- 
lication ie contained in the wisdom 
or Joan Henri Fabre, who wrote "If we 
had to wait until we knew every dete 
ail of the question studied, no ong 
would venturs to write the little 
that he knows. From time to time 4 
few truths are revealed, tiny pleces 
of the vast mogale of things. Better 
to dimilge the discovary, howevar 
humble 2% ba, Others will come who, 
also gathering fragments, wil) assem- 
ble the whole into a picture evar 
growing larger and ever retched by 
the unknown", Ona lone wortel cannot 
achiere the ultimate, fact ia boilt 
on fast, the torch is passed along. 


There are wan others who played 
an japortant part in the history of 
Esokuk, whem I bave destined for 
theses pages, so that while their more 
tal rawmaing may be scattered over the 
confines of Oakland Cenctary; you, 
the public, ehall find thea between 
the covera of this boolklat, 
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Keokuk Cemeteries 


# The first ourial in Keokuk is supposed to have been that of or. Samuel Muir 
who dled of cholera in 1632 and was buried under a tree at what is now Second and 
Blondeau streets. 


There are some who refute this statement that he died in Keokuk, however to. 
Subsitantiate it, and | quote from the book “Shetches & Anecdotes of the Ols Set. 
tlers & New Comers", compiled ty Col. J.M. Reid and published in 18765, tne follow- 
ing: Ir. Muir was Isaac Campbell's partner as an Indian trader: from April i821 
until he died of choiera in 1832. Just before his death he had been on a _ visit 
with Mr. Campbell to see some patients near the residence of Moses Stillwell, and 
when they were on their return hom?, just in front .of the* residence of Uanial’ 
Hine, he stopped and said to his friends, "I believe I am taking cholera", They 
immediately proceeded home and on the way he gave them full instructions what to 
_give him, prescribing for himself. They got the medicines as he directed, but he 
refused to take anything at all and lingered till next morning when he died. Dur 
ing the night Dr, Isaac Galland was called to see him, but said it was then too 
late, no human power could give him any relief as he was then in the agony of 
death, He was the first white man to die in Keokuk. 


From the "Lee County distory, 1879" page 331, Isaac R. Camobell's letter to 
the lowa Historica! Society, "recollections of Farly Lowa Settlement" published in 
the "Annals of Towa" July 1867, the following statrment occures~"at the expiration 
of the first year of my residence here (Keokuk), my associate, Jr. Muir, died of 
cholera, being the first victim in 1832, since which time his wife and all his 
children have followed him ercept his first born, Louisa" 


9) 


Also on page <99, Capt. James w. Campbell, at the Old Settlers Meeting at 
Warren, Iowa in September of 1375, says "Dr. Samuel Muir was a man of medium size, 
iizht complexion, pale blue eyes, temperate in his habits and precise in business 
He was the first victim of cholera in 1832, After he’ was shrouded, I observed 
lighted candJes at his head and feet, a custom I had never witnessed before", | 


The above statements clearly indicate that Or. Muir did*- die in hNeokuk and 
many other early settlers were destined to find their final resting place in the 
little cametery at Second and Blondeau. How many were buried there we do not know, 
but on one occasion, twenty-five men were interred wno were killed by the exp- 
Josion of the steamboat "Mechanic" in her endeavors to get off a large rock in 
the first chain of the rapids, situated about one mil> below the present town of 
Montrose, and from which circumstance it took the name “Mechanic itock", 


Joshua ralean, after whom Palean street takes its name, died and was interred 
there in 1633, followed by John Gains, the first Justice of the Peace and Notary 
a Lee Gounty, who in 1039 was also a victim of the cholera.. His grave was later 

arked by a massive stone sarcophagus which is now jn Cekland Cemetery and one of 
an true relics of the past, 


The cholera epidemic of 14/;9-50 played a tremendous part in furthering the 
need of a larger burial ground. The "Whig & Register" of July le, 189, states: 
‘Sines the breaking out of cholera here in the later part of March, there have 
been about 50 deatns”. On duly 26th another veference, "The disease hes sob 

entirely left this place yet. iast week we heard of some two or three’ deaths. iM. 
&.M.Brooks among the number and this week, on Monday, Mr. richard Carr died of 
cnolera”™, . 

Again in the paper of Aust 8, 1650, we cam see the beginning of the "west- 

wexd trek" in the notice which staies, "39 cases of cholera, 2 deaths; this sea-. 
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- ON, pein = of the 39 have not resided in the city 6 months, all new arrivals, 


In 1879, Hawkins Taylor, who was City Marshall in 189, the year of the cho- 
lera scourge wrote, "There is nothing in the world so terrible as a cholera or 
yellow fever epidemic. No man who has ever gone through one could be induced to go 
through another for any sum of money. In 189 more than one out of ten of the 
citizens of Keokuk died of cholera, and a very large number of persons were buried 
in Keokuk who died on the boats that landed here. For several weeks, very few of 
the up-river boats did not put off one -or more who had died of it. 


Many citizens fled the town, but the cholera followed them and many died. The 
people of the town were very poor and few in numbers, but they did their duty 
nobly and no help was asked from outside of the town. There were a great many of 
the citizens who did nothing but nurse the sick and see that the dead were decent- 
ly buried. I wish I could give all their names, but J cannot at this late day. 
Mrs. Mich Marshall, Mrs. Dr. Burdsall and my wife lived within a few rods of ‘each 
other and none of them did anything but tend the sick. Mrs. Burdsall died, the 
other two escaped. 


‘During that sad time the Masons and Qdd Fellows buried not only their own 
members that died, but every member of their order that died on the boats and were 
put off here at Keokuk. Sometimes the following to the grave was very slim ‘but 
they were always buried decently and in according to the rites of the order. 


There was no place in the Ynited States where so many died of cholera as_ did 
in Keckuk that year. And while it was so fatal within the town of Keokuk, that 
seemed to have no surroundings that invited the disease, Montrose which at that 
time, and esnecially that year, was surrounded with stagnat water and a cholera 
breeding atmosphere, had not a single death, and never had but a few cases in the 
town." 


So it 1s apparent that the Second street cemetery may have been pretty well 
filled up due to the epidemic, and while there seems to. be no authentification, 
there are persistent rumors of an old burial ground which was located in Block 68, 
at Fifth and Timea streets. This may have been of necessity due to the epidemic, 
‘and may have been used only during 1819-50. 


In the original survey of Keokuk by Isaac Galland, he states "Block No. 205 
is hereby granted as the public burying ground for the use of the citizens of said 
town of Keokuk". This was located between 13th and llth, and between Timea and Des 
Moines streets, However it was never used, but a private cemetery was located at 
12th and Des Moines street, which belonged to Dr. J.C.lughes. This was Block 17h 
lots 5 and 6, and may have been used for the disposal of remains from the Medical 
College, however it was here that the "Tasker" remains were first interred. 


The present Oakland Cemetery was located in 1850, containing 30 acres with 70 
acres held in reserve, and with this establishment of a new and larger cemetery, 
the other burial grounds were abandoned. While Cakland was not officially estab- 
lished until 1855, the first interment was that of Morton G. Munger, who was 
buried in 1852, authority for this statement was 2.B.Ogden, who came to Keokuk in 
lf 7 and established one of the city's first newspapers; he once said while in a 
reminia¢ent mood: “Munger had legal ability and was considered the leading atte 
crney of the tam, I went to his funeral in 1852. His was the first body buried in 
the new cemetery, Oakland”. 


The firat notice of abandonment cof the Second street burisl grounds was post- 
ed in the "Keokuk Iapatch” dated May 39, 185); which states: “Those interested in 
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many of the graves were removed, particularily those who were victims of cholera, 
however the monuments of Joshua Palean, John Gains and &.M.Brooks wre removed to 
Oakland Cemetery, when this occured is in doubt, as the sarcophagus of John Gains 
was still at the Second street cemetery as late as 1876. That many of the burials 
were never removed is substantiated by an article in the paper of April 25, 1857 
which carried a news item stating that "workmen engaged in grading Blondeau street 
_ below Third, cut away a portion of the old grave-yard adjoining the Catholic 
Church and brought from their bed of Mother Earth, some 15 or 20 skulls, which 
‘with their kindred bones are now thrown on a promiscious heap back of the church", 


In the paper of July 7, 185) D. Reddington advertised "Have purchased Hheack: 
17h, being what is called the “old burial grounds", all interested must reaove 
remains by Sept. lth". This was the burial grounds at 12th and Des Moines: tamdd by 
Hughes. 


Today Cakland Cemetery comprises about 100 acres in use with the Catholic and 
Hebrew burial grounds included within its confines, and has an estimated pop- 
ulation of about 60,000. 


%* Vol.3 #2 Missouri Historical Society Collection, 1908 page 120 


_ A footnote states Dr. Samuel C. Muir, an Indian trader, died of cholera at 
Keokuk, September 21), 1832. 
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This is &# story of pathos, and it began Jaimary 11, 1850, on the wedding day 
of Rebecca Sidiey Johnstone and James Burrows , evandfather of the late Judge. The. 
mother and ‘father of the bride-groom, dames Tasker and Hamnah his wife, sister of 
the bride-groom, and Martha the two year old daughter of Hannah, were driving from 
their home in Quincy, Illinois to attend the wedding in Keokuk, They - planed to 
drive across the Mississippi river on the ice. At Warsaw they were warned noi, to go 
on the river as it was un-safe, there being almost six inches of water cver the top 


fe 


ci the tee, but James. T's Ser laughed at the danger and dis-regarded the wariwvkng . 


The hovges soon became’ frightened and the men of the party decided to get out 

i-lead them, while the women ani baby remained inside the carriage. Three hundred 

ee from shore, the thin ice gave way. Both men escaped drowning but the clossd 
carriace with its occupants sank beneath the ice. 


The tragic news was beought to James Burcows that his mother and sister were | 
drowned. The bedy cf the young mother wlth her baby tightly clasped in her arms was 
found later washed ashors.on an island in the Mississipoi. The older woman's body 
wis never found. She had several hundred dollars in gold on-her person which she 
was takliy as a wedding gift. It is thought that somgone must have Found ler tnd 
disposed of the body in order to keep the pold. 


The body of Hannah and her baby were buried in the old cemetery on Twelfth and 
Nes Moines streets, but weite semoved and brought to their present place some ‘time 
Li the wariv’ 1850's. 
Tre Valley Whig *& Keokuk register uuder date of Jan. 17, 
1850 published the following Liem:- 


“ \ 
“ao egal ag \ \ Most, HeJancoly Accident. 
i (NT eee Break Ou iast Friday, Mr. & Mrs. Burrows, of this city, ac- 
7 Be ae coupenied Wy thelr son-litelaw ana daughter ,. Mr. & Mrs. 
: Ae Taoker and child, wers crossing the Mississippi en the 
% ONG anit \ ics, Opposite Warsaw in a covered carriage. . balvors 
oa OT gti te dO \ they*reachad the shore at Churchville, (now Alex- 
sicee ep AO \ aidria)*the ice gave way suddenly beneath Lhemt . The 
ie Ct ON ‘ carriage and horses went down taking with ihem 
oa a Big tt vee Xe both of the women and the child, while the two 
Wi, ih Son BT nat" e . men occunying the front seat barely escaved- 
deeds: A gh Rey ae Bee | with their lives, This dreadful accident sheuld 
mAh Yaar Nao EE a warn others to observe the greatest caution in 
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Miss Mary Cistentine Collins, was bora $% 6 Upper 
ALton, wibineie April i. ° 76n6. She same to heokuk with ee 
Her: Pas Boe, heaton . ahe was tee years old, and was edu- [nae 
cated in Public «ni rrivate Schools hare. For several fy <i oe 
years, here at Keokak. she taught in ‘the faced Bi | OE k {a 
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“U5th on Wigte #Ureset. 
fi OGtober cf 1875 >» Miss. Collina wemt to lakote Territory as a Missionary to 
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bne oboe Indians, sear what is now the city of Dlerre, South Dakota. 
che vorked-in commeetion with the CAHE mission under Reverend Thomas L Riggs 
wits VBS , when she went tothe. then. unoccupied fisid among Sitting Dull'ts 
people; of the Standing Rock Agency , and Lived for several years entirely alone: 
eens Littia Harvie Station, on the Grand viver, not far from whet 18 wow thie 
Siate Line eatweos Sorth and South Dakota. Here for twenty-five years she worked , 
Res Sighs sth ha eis over a Jaxge region a great deal of the tine, and she lived m= 
gee & pecpile wlio were Peall¥ wild Iv.disns when she cirst went among then, Dene 
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Potiens Te Rinsps with tha "Rauffals DUEL Wild’ vest. Show, was a familiar story. to 
(Hose 8m were piidiiodgeds to-heax heresWnen "Bufteio"’ Bil showed at Keoruk, the 
indians in it feard<thaty GWantnah?! (thedr vame fcr’ her) was in the cliy, . and wheat 
ahe arrived at the provusda they preted her with pleasure and invited her to held” 
a snort serpice for them, ana toaere in back of the epic after the per 
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Sue came “ron ¢ lung dine of Colonial and Revosutionary ancestry, among thes 
Pelae John Heian, “ho came to Anetica on the Mayflower. There is hardly a cong- 

‘me hiones Cyurcn ii: New Bnglone that the family was not a Cnarter Member in, end 
Mise GoLliva, herseif, was Ordained a Minister of the GCorgregat fora’ Chuxsch in 
Jetober of 1.899. é 
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Fs nan ie tary C. Jefferies 


Tria de @ wolte Ttaldan marble elab arected at the grave of Mary C. Jefferies 
vio died im L865. 24 do an catatemdiing example of « mommant designating the cause 
of death, the reat of an apigraphical are, The usage of Epigrams (or Epitaphe) 
in hesrica, dutee back to tha Piligrime and apes they were conaidered etern and 
moh given to Privolita, iy did heave @ ecuss of Mmor as witseseed by the eph~ 
tepth of & tehes wedued plonass be recordad for powrierity the followings | 
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wenn that aver lived, 
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» ives to tip me a Little to- 
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Aval ae civilization moved westward we find in a crossroads cemetery 


- Ha lowea Pa 
Pa loves women. 
‘Ma caught Pa with teo in. “As rarciite 
Rare dies Pa, 


And wea to Death Valley we find et the grave of an old desert rat - 


fe lived in the heat 
tis died in ths heat 
jnd now he has gone to Hell, 


Py the whidie of the 19th century euch spitap tha ware bee Soming peseg oral in 
‘as 15 stead were wa ‘heavenly verges! end the ‘broken circle and eapiy chair ne, 
veen thie@e mre pi another era and today, only thea berest essentials are recorded 
mM motmante amd markers, cold statiatical data for tha future generations without 
oe phere and sliced by found 4s ‘ths ‘old countay grareyaid.' 


Wo sickness vas pars Ponded oan cholera, & plagee thet swept thousenda of 
Opper Kiesiswippi Yalier ploesers to their graves in 1632 and agaim in 189-50 
hss was knowa ae Lie thatatic Cholera! amd was highly contagious. there were the 

. other forms of cholera such ag cholaca morktas arm 
cholera infantua, the choleraie Jever of inventa 
moe commonly kncam as ‘wuamer complaint! which were . 
not contegious to the extent of the Agiatic warlety. 
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Samuel R. Curtis 


This imposing eighteen foot Barre granite spire, marks the final resting 
place of Samuel Ryan Curtis, Major General of the United States Army. 


. He was born while his parents were migrating from New York, in Licking Coun- 
ty, Ohio; February 3rd, 1805, 


He was appointed to a Cadet-ship at West Foint Military Academy in 1827. And 
after graduating he was, on July 1, 1831 appointed Brevet Second Lieutenant in 
the 7th Infantry and served for 2 time at Fort Gibson, located in the Cherokee 
Nation, Indian Territory, and what is now the State of Oklahoma, but resigned 
June 30th 1832 and engaged in Civil. Engineering in his native State. He served 
as a Civil Engineer on the National Road and as Chief Engineer of the Muskingum 
River Improvement Project in Ohio from April 1837 to May 1839. 


In the Mexican War he served as a Colonel in the Third Chio Infantry, later 
made Adjuntant General. At the close of the Mexican War he accepted a position as 


Chief Engineer of the Des Moines River Improvement Project, and moved to Keokuk 
in-16)8. . 


In 189 he became Engineer for the city of St. Louis but returned to Keokuk, 
and in 1856 he was elected Mayor, later being elected Republican Congressman for 
the years 1858 to 1860, 


When the Civil War broke out he resigned his seat in Congress and became 
Colonel of the Second Iowa Infantry. In 186) he was assigned to command the Dep- 
artment of Kansas; in 1865, the Department of the North-West, and later he was 
gent to treat with the Indians along the Missouri River. 


At the close of the Civil War he was appointed one of the Inspectors of Con- 
struction on the Union Pacific Railroad. His death came very suddenly on December 
26, 1866, after signing a report at Omaha, he walked across the Missouri Kiver on 
the ice, and died in a carriage he had summoned to take him to his destination at 
Council Bluffs, Towa. 7 


While his life as a citizen was distinguished, his Military career was more 
so. His renown as the hero of the bloody. battle of fea 
Ridge, in which he commanded our troops, is an jver- 
ishable part of history, as is his fame as a  wseat 
Commander in planing and victoriously executing many 
of the important engagements. It was for this bravery 
and skill he was commissioned a Major-General, one of 
the four lowans to obtain that rank. 


~The statue of Samiel 2. Curtis, astride his horse 
-was for many years a landmark at the intersection of 
Third and Main street, but with the increase of motor 
traffic, this historic old steed has been relegated to 
pasture, and now looks out over the Mississippi River 
from Victory Park, at the foot of Main street. 


'Tis not the whole of life to live, 
Nor all of death to die’. 
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On the iosg ifs of pames of Keokuk men whé have gained fame and distinction 


none stand higher hay Ssoel PF, Maller, Ye was born April 19,1816 in. the 1liitts 


jj“ 


town of Harooursvisie, .océted in the novntieincus, sparsely settled region of: 
south-eastern ner A, Choe. | | 


He wae scducetad 4dr MNecdcine aad after abot ten 
Pnysicien, gave it. uw, to study lew. 


years practice aS a country 


He oreeaits)<.° ‘jley, Clay unig’, and sas provinewt in an unsuccessful attempt 


to @uend the ILL CUTLER Os mnLucky, WF amalishimg sisvery, Because he was an 
emamed tioni.as end feared that hentucky would newex free her slaves, he moved to 
j : 


Gwe Ma 1550, and began the practice of law at Keokak, in partnership with Lewis 


séraei PF. Milier helped organize the Republican Party in Tewa and in 1851, 
when the United Stetes Supreme Sourt was deleted by the loss of Southern menbers, 
the lavyears of Irwa, Kansas, Minnesota and Wisconsin, petitioned Preaident, 
Liiecin to appoint Mitier. Thia appointment to the Supreme Court bench was mans 
in 1052, # the LGth year of hia age, He served on that most august tribune 


“anti. his death in Washington, D.C. on Oetober 13, 1890 at the age of 7h, having 


' 


garvad 22 contimous years as # dustice of the Supreme Court, 


His morment ia a wedest white marble tablet, upon a warble base. The ine 


Soi one ere written on ihe pages of an open beok, which in turn, rests upon a 
bound volusis of the: Constitution, a fitting memorial to # man recognized as one 
Of thé sutetandins authorities om the interpretation of the Constitution of the 
United otave 

- | 


“Let the sood and the great be honored 
even in the evave..-Let. the sculptured marble 
direct, cur footatepa toe the scene of their long 
Sleep...let the chiseled epitaph repeat their 
wines and tell where repose the nobly good and 

wise} -Longfellow, 
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lo browsing thru a ceustery, one often encounters 
tis. OA sing WcuAk, asi much 1s the case with the Brown 
SAH 5 ‘whe éo graves impeription reade ag Loliove-- 


dagen Hyp oxen 
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pie = Wile this grave marker ia not of historical import- 
oe ance, it dose perpotuate a wedionl oddity, the birth of 
z's dane pint Kercaret Brom, tarina--thirtera days apart. Also 
. comaidering they were born in the “derk agen" of HKadical- 
Saleuce--17 ha, emf lived to the ages of 7h and 80 respecti vely, ia indeed «a wonder 
ef the Cad > 


Windia: abeak ing for possible otiteary in the hopss of acquiring some knowledges 
af wm the Orowa telus wore, but whieh prowad fruitisus, the following item wae 
anoowniered ta the ® Tadiy Gets Clty? dated July 9, 18585, axl which Se ae prove of 
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Pxtiraardinary Births .. 
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i% da started ey Buedock thet the wifa of a countrymen in the Hoecow district 
ied gdoun birth to sixtyenine children at twenty-seven confinements--four tines 
guadrupleta et or Bieth, secon tines triplets, and sioctean times Grins. In 1809 
the Viewm& tapers coiiats eet ¢ : % fotlowing== Maria dian Halen, the wife of a poor 
linen weaver in #evleranenfed a twenty years mircied, bore at eleven confinemanta 
Rist tir. tee éhil aves teed 0 living, |; dood s 26 males and 6 fewales-oal] begotten by one 
HAW TK) Meee “obe herself, She bad at har Jast confinement three children, one 


a f an we, Av Nhe a ew ar de Y S och. + r Let 7 cyt a Wy we 
living end two dead, ‘ler mother had prodvead thirty-eight children, aad died dure 


a ce eh ‘ Tok od 2h gota ga can ee. bye ine ae 
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The greatest twaaber of children ever produced at che birth appears tO have 
er six, 11 of when were boys avd 61] bora dead. The woman who gave birth 46. 

hed wesn tics warcied and Red allready given dirth ta forty-four children. — 
tering! hes Tirst pagers which lysted twenty-two years she bore twenty-seven. boya 
eat theee girla; in her second marriags, which lasted but three years, sha bare 
fourtenn whiidrer; three at the first, five et the second and eix at the thind 
Comrinomen% » | 
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Live you Teast. | 
St. Matthew 11323 


a ee ee Kal geevene! ag 
Huey: wanes GE ane 

ngrrenyine worat PONT a We: . aT F 
he ie! fbi a4 et dtioe. ie Lh ae 
nL eva paver? 1S neal 


(Rothe “ae Pate ah et 
peaew O71 i¢ iad nf ates Kenerps! 


og 


bys 


haa 1 te 


a z FI y 
Bpvalvorl xx Seth ahem he RISeH & 
) noe eedtvki ok wien, hie a 
Me ae et teeta dott BAe poly es 
} : oh 


‘ 


fake al Rs oa a 


eetiess steels SRR: Beet te, silanes» se ye ar 


{ hiss * \“ eis i Z 
Smisek? art i> heme hes -ereee ptulgnet ea FEL enh pote, mi rer rnt : if ae 
Ss WEP atlas BMPS, fie ae. ae CPBK Tes, 5 saves eis ata Pr x o> 2° ee 
wend 6 Be eee SL, Cee) eA ai re ta i Cte 1 2 


si{shenmto tAegie 7 Miu eh hare oe oad vp gl abr nvomrny ; : 
git Ye ites } wpe Lae f a weet “Eee Gee ie id 1 seh at es ’ A t aie ‘ / Efel ' 


ort: :eANTL eS! pens “Meee aes, CO Yee Soot ee WscyRRee bss 
eganm: Baro Is BEM LOR yy Dp Seth eet aed are TES * ot ey a ryt 


ose 
aint ot Sidenak! WMALe, snc dh henna eighty > a 

ud da int Ss gr aiiee SAR Gad 2a) 1 sod } i bin] vial dy $ ep in 
Wag gi de Yt ay, 6 tee. t; - we os a % sists | bees 
Soot Ae) wee agact  hdtohe eel Agi Oe 
bikes ott (te xlu | Ue Hein i Ue a is 


3 Stl. ji of ae ae 
(ale + tak Seed 


Ba hi rede ae 


eal  . s Th | wma - 6 a i niin « 


ed : ; 
Es Is . j This deautifol momment 19 a fi *4g: aenrie 
Pater DIM py ' 
ig 2 Gi ‘ 
LS, we Ne cwner ta eb Tt igs. an tmposing twenty-five 
} ian A i. (foot eli poilsned granite spire made of impoz ted 
Sores ian aie Sroteh MALU. | ‘o Fare" pranite, and is an except- 
Lhe, ste i a Lona) exemple of the monumental arte 
mike | ‘ a Bilal 
. ; ; Se Jet ‘“theh Thaapaon Reid was # native of Sonth Car- 
eo, ae ‘clima, Im 153) he enterad Miami University at 
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' aes Atal sy gat then graduated at the Indiana University at 


“ ELoomington, Imdiena, He studied lew with James 

| Perry of Liberty, Indiana and was admitted ta 
the bar in the sprivg of 1639. in dune of ties 
year he located at Wort Madison and in the early 
pert of 18)0 formed a partnership with Kdward 
Johnstone, which iasted about ten years, much of 
hich time waa spent iu defemling hi title ei 
‘the  Half-Hreed tract which cons bituted bie 
Southern half of Lea Couaty, comprising 219,000 
ele acres of land, which he bought for 15,173.32. 
feid veceived a deed executed vy the Sheriff of Lee County art thereby became, 
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ths isvgest tend uwner in Jowe. We soid several amall tracte %o individuals, hut 
i time his title wes questioned and he became invelved in litigation, 
the svbyect came hefore the Territorial legislature at the secend s«ssion, 


phen. an Aah was passed oo oo bak settiers, before belng dispossed under. the 
Sheriff's deed in Ne. Raiay: would -a- paid in. full for amy improvesients that. they 
. i have mane, Another pete as jos for the partition of the tract and on Aor 
(Y4f, V8yk- the suit) of Joseph Spaulding etal vs. Euphrosine Antaya et al was ft 

ed in the United States District. Court for the Territory of Towa, asking for. the 
oartition of the entira tract. Spaulding and ob associates were pda pemented: ice 
c 


I ore aed? .\ Tato : pds ~ Tie atte! SPY anne aaetie aed ee rs io ee ad 
iret i ie o Or rico \ MPLS ri) ha tt3 Pats if , {is Vd * tas “i par Hnei i% ay BY. i. t i Said iHa the a pe to {. Liny 
¥ rae eS We SI ' 2 4 ; T\ia.vh ee pr , - wa eee ; OR ong Same 

b1PG Oy theeplaintifis wae crewn by francis scott Key, aucnor of the “Star Spane 


I 
+a 4 
t 


4 
’ me » ; rae iti . ‘. 4) Ste ov a Jhon $ e or 4 €)j t - 
“hae P Ldad Oey ee sia ieee ae eee Pgh My OF Burlin Bk, WI mo OF) OP a 10h] t&sved & 


9 
rae | Tee gine ace 4 es + . Fre at, oe ee 
0d SeB.At yred, WR PMO Reoth ancd dames wabe tai 


Ge “et he tne EY j $4 wa OE RPI i? ri FLY. * 
Se aT aa eee Pei eat 8 5830 Ue ce be ke ce tae lata By dich 10] So ale ey eta mii shares : ‘ P 
OVS LOT MP .8iaS UO tay thn Boreas, INL. Ld CPacts 1 Snares, 43 nearly 

‘ eran bbe igre in as ’ eo + a= * eT on eb ee a ees iy « = ih tog th 
eur, Li hives as posslbie. pea report was received and confirmed by the Court 

Ay “K ; 7 hh are | Sing IIS SIP tS BAe ia SUL aT eae rt a Pat eee, 

OM MELEE t | Loh, and 26 Conetitutes thecbasis, af tithes to al} iams. in ‘the 

Hei f-Breed Tracte 


. 


it is interesting to note here that Isaac Kk. Campbell, another early heckuk- - 
‘eHident. was the first administrator on an estate in Lee County, being that: of 
avtaya, = ha. f-raed Sac. and Fox Indian who died of the Cholera just before th 
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An appea) was taken to the lnited States Supreme vourt and at the | December tern 

4u 1850 that trilnal handed down avi: opinion reversing the decisions of the Ter- 
ritorial and-State Courts. This set aside the Sheriff's sale to eid and. the 

judgement of partition was sustained by the highest authority in the country, © 
Attorneys for the various land companies and purchasers under athe Sheriff's deed | — 
then quiteclaimed for sme}i considerations and the question was settled for all 
tine to come, | 


From 1810 to 18h? he served as orosecuting attorney for “the district com 
posed of Lee, Ues Moines, “crey, Jefferson and Yan Buren Counties, and while: 4a 
this position won a place in the front rank of attorney's. tie was also, one of 
tne Jawyers who defended “aseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet, when he was. on trial 


at Carthage, Ulineis fia 18h). : 


: AWile in command of the iSth Lowa Inferitry at Shiloh, he received = saveral 
wounds, one throuch the chest almest proving fatal. On. April 13, 1663, he was 
made brigadier-General by tresident Lincoln, bit resipned in April, 1864 to look 
after his private business, We togk a prominent part in buildine the ves Moines 
Valley dailroad from Keokuk to fort Joige. He was one of the cities! inst  pro- 
pressive and upstiandine citizen, 
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October 2, 1819 - February 13, 1687 


ddan and his brother Daniel came to Keokuk, 
trea Fort bdwards (Warsaw, I)1.) after the clove of 
the Mack Hawt War, and with the tacreses of rive 
brasric and the difficulty in negotiating tha rap- 
ids during low water, by the steemboats of that 
A P| Sins, they originsted the idan of lightening iarge 
Sea aie. ioads 96 that the reduced diva Pt wOULd ¥ los %~ the 
ae fic op stekners thn the sheitows. Few of the atesmboa te 
ve jPcould ‘wake the rapide without great difficulty amd 
a. tebdang ver, 86 patsengera and freight were transferred 
“i? to filet boats or herges which were towed elong | the 
Towa shore after the fashion of canal boats, Firos 
four to vin teens ware required to drag the barges 
‘Mp etream. The hor Sse, hitched to long ropes or chains, with a wan viding the 
lead horse to vosde them, tugged Lalthfolly against the current, while men whi 
poles aa care assisted in the work, For the most part the path on the beach was 
Ssry good tat there were many places where it was necessary for the horses te 
wads wit aren thts etream and even swim in order to keap the boata from -wolug cn 
the rotka, arriving et Montross, passengers and freight ware reloaded onto ster 
beats going North end the barges with loads for the South were floated down 
stream to Keokuk, 


How the rates ware charged we do not know, tat Goth of these men made a very 
fiseable fortuns frwa this traas, 


f 

To diluatrate this rapids travel the following excerpt from a letier written 

wy one L. Sargent, who was making the trip from Saint dicuis te Burlington, proved 

very enlightening~- 

| ; Pi ee 3 Lait fe Piss @ “Noine 8 Ge a5 
wei. Bth, LAG 


Dear Bred: As I had so much business to attend to tiis ds the firat oppur- 
tunity T heve hed to write you. I recelvad your letter of the 3rd and Jf aseurs 
you it gavs me wich plasasure, 1d remained in St. louis two days after i started 
from Boliwille end then shipped wjpaelf abcard of tha fast running steamer BSLMONT . 
saith, Master, We had a very pleasant trip until ws arrived at tha reaphda, anid. 
there we cangnt Hell. About thirty of us got on boerd of an open Fiat beatd towed 
by aix horesa and had only gone about ® wiles when it commenced raining like the 
dati, eed in ahout thoes wiles farther Che boat run eground, She had no wore 
whan teuched than every cho of the boatman leaped overboard aivl isft as te oar 
fote. After about half en hour hatd squailing we prevailed upon the towman te 
_ fetch his horwee into the water and about half of us rode cut, but oma of his 
horees™ got looks and ne ewore by God the rest might’ go to Hell for ali he cars’, 
end there they stayed ai) night in the rain with nothing under heaven to cover 
then, Afier the fiftean of ws ‘on horseback reached shore and had took somethin 
which we bad the good luck to have with va we felt very wuch reatored, and then. 
commerce) nhnting fer a house to stay at. After groping about to She woeds far 
aoomt mn how wa fivaret = siwhli exbin about ten fwet. squere and aignt of us steyed 
there fox ‘the. naan vate the othars went in search of unother.... 


With vuags, © Rex biitatie! bollers, fire and collision, the abors wae but 
tether havard of eteamboat aii gation, and yat it was but the beginning of the 
“Golden Eva® af tha eteomboat ape wich was to weiat Cox dacaden, 
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y yi Hahogeny crenite aspires monument wea «rected ts the: mwmory of James C 
Parrost, WhO wea ‘sora di Restom. Talbot County, Murypleand of May 21, 1011. His 


weath “ae bene in Lis mative etete. where. hie aduce tion wae conducted, first In 
“private schools god later at Beston doadeny, 


Hig wercaniitis experience tesen, when he was 2 bor of lk, and contimed far 
four yearaé itt fasten, when he went to Baltimore and sneagsd aoe shipping clark 
im # wholeatls grocery at vhich he was esployead acti] 1831. He then joined an an 
pioring expedition to Wheeling, Wset Virginia sand finelly landed in Cincinnati, 
(rie, whers he remained tag monthe. nein February 163k, he anlisted in the Mr- 


B% Tnited Ste tan Dragooma at Khnseling, West Yirginia; ani” proceeded with hia 
Ct. ‘ uty Rees al: i +, 


Conpamy t2 JALversoa Covrecks, 34, Louie, Missouri, Here the troops wore orderac 

be the hacks wii axl afterward went to Fort Gibacs and into Indian Terre 
Liory, thence to fart Dee Molaes, (Montrose) on the Mississippi River, arriving 
thare fa September 183 where they vant into winter quarters, "Liking the country, 


Mr, Parrott beeame « resident at the expiration of his military service, thres 


yeara leter, 


He entered the mercantile business at Fort Madison in 1837, ineugera td ng the 
first estabiishmant of pre kind in the city, which was then a towmi of a Pow log 
cabing, and the trading carried on mostly with roving tribes of the Sec and Fix 
Tidians. He remained dn Fort Madison until 1852 at which time he came to. Keokux 
amd angaged 48 2 cisrk in the vwercantile establishment of 4. Walcot & Co., cone 
timing until tne firm gold. cut. He then became a partner with ‘the head cf ths 
late firm, od they carried on business until the financiel crash of 1857. Mr. 


: ad, ete oe Oy A me on een ot aon > alee oh ee ee 1 Nir 
es Par roze then carried on the tuolnses alone untii J BAL. 


. With the start of tne wer, Me. Parrott comicnced retrulting a company; of 
Wiech he WAS Séiectcd Cantadn, and went into camp at Biriington, Jom. They ware 
afterwards attached »¢ the 7th lowa Infantry, and went to the front early in 
ducust, the firet cempaign of the Company being frea St. Louie to Ironton and 
Gape Gireaitteau, Ho. They then proceaded by steamer to Cairo, Il)., and in Rov- 
ember, wernt down the ¢ivs. be steamer and made an attack on the enemy at Belmont, 
Missouri, which was one cf the first battles of the war; and at which General 
Geant was present as Commander, Here Captain Parrctt was disabled for several 
movitha by a& guvshot wound. but ra-joined his regiment the following December, wrod 
| goon afteivards was’ promoted Lisutenant,Col- 
onel-of the vregimant, He «afterwards parti he 
ated in the fight at Fort vonelson and Pits 
ture Landisig, was in the two days bloody fight 
at Shiloh, afterwards at .Cornith and Tvka, 
Mississippl, ard ja 186i), joined in the seige 
and Capturé of Atlanta. Thence he went with 
Sherman's Avwy on the march to the ‘sea, going 
through the Carolinas, and being present at 
the final surrender of Johnson at Rolle, Mo. 
whence the troops went to Washington CLty, 
where the Grand Review took place, From there 
a the repiment went to Lovisvidie, Kentucky, 
co eile where it was mustered out July 12, 1%. 
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hours to live. He recovered and (Ceneral Grant sent him hone to recuperate. Col. 
iawman, in bis paport enobetically commended Captain Parrott axi others of his 


orficers for thelr bravery at Bealaont.in. Decembar he case back us Lieutenant-Cole - 


one], Parrott, and later participated in the battles ia Tenmnesses, Hs was ‘the, 9) 
charging brigade that captured Fort Henry, aud at Fort Ienelson he commanded his 
Yegiment. He it was who brought back from Buckner, the offer of capitulation, At ® 


Shiloh he hrawsly led tis regiwsnt into the “hornets nest", and at Cormith he ree 
ceived a wound from which he never wholly recovsred, 


Colonel Rise im his report saids "I must make special mention of Lieutenant 
Colonel Parrett, who chasred and encouraged the man and performed his duty with 
great bravery”, He made the march to the ses, ard was one of the few far western 
commanders who in 1865 were priviisdged to ride thru the Confederate Capitol. The 

oniy mounted officer on she left flank, he was the gratified recipient of a beau- 
tifal bequet of flowars from a Richmond lady, Though he was never a full Colonel; 
his depleted regiment not heving sufficient numerical strength to entitle it to a 
Golonel., after his retirement jn 1865, he was mede a Brevet Brigadier General, 


After the war, he returned to Keokuk and was appointed route agent on the 
Das Moines Railroad, arxi in 1857, was appointed Postmaster of Keokuk, & powite 
ion he held for twelve years. After retiring from his office as Postmaster, hes 
was elected Justice of the Feace. 


James C. Parrott died at Keokuk, May 17, 1898. 
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; Margaret Stillwell 


In the fall of 1827 Moses Stillwell, a carpenter by trade at St. Louis, Ho, 
decided to change his residence to the present site of Keokuk. He with his wife 
and femily of threes children, and his wifes two brothers, Amos ami Valencourt 

Van Orsdal, boarded the old steamboat "Indiana" and after a long siow voyage 
evantally. landed in Quincy, Tl1. The same fall they came to Fort Edwards (War- 
saw) by ox team and wagon. | 


In the spring of 1828 they came by canoe to the foot of the rapide, where 
Stillwell had built two cabins during the previous winter at the present foot of 
Main atreet. One of these he occupied with his family - the first white family 
to take up residence at the foot of the rapida, on the Towa side of the river. 
Stillwell operated a trading post here for Culver & Rsynolds, selling calico, 
blankets, knives and trinkats to the Indians; materials which he received. from 
St. Louis, he also augmented this by cutting wood and selling it to the occe- 
asional steamboats which passed, and for a time the place was known.as still- 
well's Landing, | 


Qn November 22, 1829, the first white child was born in what is now Keokuk, 
she was named after Mrs, Margaret Aldrich who was sponsor for the little picneer 
at her christening by the missionary priest. Mark Aldrich, husband of this lady 
was an agent of the fur company in itat Row. He was afterwards a sattler at rort 
Edwards during the Bleck Hawk War, 


Mra. Ivins states in her book "Pen Sketches of karly Weution Deyo", "Moa. 
Aldrich herself is my anthority for the above statement, and Margaret Stillwell 
was a schoolmate of mine", Both attended the school operated by Jesse Creighton. 


On June 20, 10))9, Margaret Stillwell was married to Kitakim 4. Ford, by the 
Reverend T.C.CGrawfors, amd lived for a mimber of years at First and High street. 
Dr. Ford was’ associated with the Medical College at Keokuk for a time. 


At the death of Mrs. Ford on May 18, 1875, the paper merely states the fol- 
lowing obituary. : 


May 20th. Mrs. Margaret Ford, the wife of Dr. E. R. Ford of this city, 
died on Tuesday alght. Deceased was the first white person born in Keokuk". 
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J.CG.Highna MM. D, 
1821 -~- --- 1681 


De, J.G-Hughes received his medical education at Jefferson College, Cannons- 
burg, Pa. and aiso gradusted from the University of Maryland, in Raltimore. He was 
an able and comostent man, being professor and Vemonstrator of Anatomy, Professor 
of Surgery, Dean of the Faculty, twice President of the State Medical Society, 
associate Mditor of the Iowa Medical Journal, Surgeon General of the State of Iowa 
and rresident of the Board of Medical kxaminers of the State during the Civil War 
His College was later located across the street from the Postoffice, on the site 
now occupied by the Masonic Temple, and the infirmary building of the old college 
was just recently torn down, making a parking space behind the Temple. The college 
dlayed an important part in Keokuk and a short history of it is related here-- 


The College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi (18))9-59) was 
founded by faculty members of the Rock Island College (Medical), who obtained an 
Towa Charter in 18/9 and moved across the river to Davenport. After a years exist- 
ence, the school closed its doors, and the faculty moved to its new home at feo- 
kuk. Reasons for its removal to Keokuk were many. Important was the fact that the 
Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeons, as the new institution was called, 
would draw students from both Iowa and Missouri, as well as from Illinois. Alse 
important was the offer of the City of Keokuk, of suitable quarters for the school 
and of a hospital for clinical teaching. Keokuk kept its word, for in the summer 
of 1859, construction of a school building was undertaken and in November it was 
reported; "our new college building is about completed. It occupies a commanding 
and beautiful eminence in the south-west part of the city. when finished it wiil 
be a neat and tasty structure, conveniently arranged for purposes of medical edu- 
cation." This building was the first Medical building in Iowa and was located at 
Third and ralean straets, in 1862, while it was being used as a pest house, it was 
destroyed by fire. 7 

¢ 

As soon as Bene removal of the school to Iowa was decided, Dr. John fF. Sanford 
of Farmington, [owa began laboring, as a State senator, to have the school re- 
organized as the Medical Department of ‘the State University. Early in 165] he was_ 
successful, and the College of Physicians and Surgeons became the Medical Schocl 
of the University of Lowa. 


In addition. to the new building for the school, the promised hospital was 
rected and "bountifully furnished" by the generous eiee The institution had arp- 
denis an 80 bed capacity and was placed under the management of the faculty 
of the Medical School. Students were required to attend patients in the hospital 
as a part of their education, and the value of this clinical training was strongly 
amphasized. The first session was held in the Market House with ll) students. The 


, | _ fees included: $70.00 for the lecture, 5800 
ee for marticulation, #20,90 for a diploma and 
van $5200 for use of the dissecting room, On their 
Dee aoa ‘letterhead of 1862 they state as follows:. "The 

f° ey 2 popular idea of free education has been car- 
pha Ss ans : cied out in the Medical Jepartment of the lowa 
it” Mage Aico Ge Been. State University, as neariy as Be casio deh For 
#\ * entire course of instruction, $20.99. Marticu- 

a ‘\ 4 2 SomRateR \ y) lation 35.09, Demonstrator $5.00, Graduation 
| \W “A $30.00, Hospital ticket pratuitous. Whole num- 
| \ oad 18a one VOB \e, ber of students in attendance last term 120.- 
1a se $8 Number of graduates 29. fonouncement: The thi- 
Ls s VE ace: rteenth regular course of instruction will on- 
= mi ay en on Tuesday October 20th 1862 and continue 
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 Glinicai Instruction: The United States Gsnereal Hospitals at Keokuk contains 
ing 1,100 sick sixi wourmied, offer facilitisas for Clinical Instruction not surpasse 
od by any institution in this country. Prof. Taylor, Surgeon-in-charge, will exe 
temd every facility to the student consistent with the interests of the service 
and those under his charge," There is also the notation-"Good board can be dbtain= 
ed jn ths city at from two to three dollars per week. J.C.Haghes, Deen of the Fac- 
u 1 ty ¢ 


The first years of the school vere beset with financial troubles and by con} 
Siderabdle intsrnal friction... Various members of the faculty resigned from time to 
time, tat the iustitution managed to stay afloat, Real trouble came in 1857 when 
thé new Constitution located the State University of Towa, at Iowa City, and the 
General Assembly prohibited the establishment of branches in other localities, 
Thus 1% wes dowbtfal that the Meadieal School at Keokuk could. be. reorganized as 
part of the University, Out the sachool continued as the Medical Department of the 
University of Towa until about 1870, when the Medical School at lowa City was  op- 
ened . 


In 1858 the school built « new building with a loan of $15,000 from State 
funds, (This was the Seventh street building). In 1879 the legislature discovered 
that m6 part of this loan or interest had been paid. ‘the matter was taken into 
court aid the State finally obtained about $5,900, but no interest whatsouver. 


Dean J.C.Hughes, Si. an able man, took over the schools direction about this 
time and guided it into prominence and success, Even during the Civil war, the 
school continued to function without difficulty, save that the hospita] infirmary 
attached to the school, was taken over by the Government and made into a 259 bad 
hospital for soidisrs, Some feared competition in 1870, from the Medical School at 
Iowa Clty, which was eligible to receive State funds, but on the whole the Keokuk 
school continued succeasful as long as Dean Hughes was at the helm, In fact in 
1878, the school graduated ita Largest class, 221 men. 


Im Dean Hughes death in 1881, the school suffered a great blow, for it was 
this one men's business ability and educational genius that had supported the 
schoo]. His som Dr. J.U.Hughes, Jr. was elected Dean. He is said to have been & 
leading surgeon but not much interested in the school, Faculty troubles developed 
and most of the teachers resigned at the end on the first five years of the new 
administration, Be. llughes re-organized the faculty as best he could and the inse 
titution struggled on until March of 189), when the lowa Board of Medical fxam- 
diners refused to issue certificates on the school's diploma. The matter was taken 
to Gourt and the board was compelled to reverse its ruling, but the publicity had ~ 
been bad for the school, Other difficulties developed and the school gave up the 
hopeless struggle to keep afloat. It had trained 2,1,05 students and had exercised 
a wajor influence upon Medical education in Iowa, In 1899 it affiliated wlth its 
off-shoot, the Keokuk Medical College, and disappeared as an Institution, The 
Keokuk Medical College was started in 1890 and with the affiliation of the Keokuk 
College of Physicians and Surgeons continued its existence until 1908. 
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John Gains 


nw He was born in Bloomfield, New 
_ York, December 23, 1803, and died at 
eye heOkUK,. Joway” April.’ 21, 1839. He * 
came to Keokuk in 1831 and worked as 
a clerk in the "Rat Row" trading 
poet for Culver & Reynolds, and it 
was while there that he acted as vol 
_—Arrtary postmaster, the mail at that 
time being brought by Robert McBride 
from St. Francisville, Mo. by horse, 
and coming from old Fort. Edwards 
(Warsaw, Ill) by skiff. Mr. Gains 
4 Sey oa undertook the work of distributing... 
mer x be, aie ie letters and other mail matter to the 
‘ ae | e36 - Ahe— proper persons. 


He is also credited with the naming of "Keokuk", this name basing proposed in 
his saloon in "Hat Xow", The vote was eight to one in favor of the Indian name 
the only objector being J.B.Patterson, who did not like the Indian Chief. At the 
celebration, the first man to drink to the new town was Isaac Campbell, and he is 
said to have taken water, the rest drinking the toast in "hard likker". The pre- 
diction was made at the meeting in the Gains saloon, that the town, then one of 
nine families, would be greater than Saint Louis in population. One frame house, 
that of Mrs. Muir and ten log cabins comprised the settlement, which Gains named 
"Keokuk" by saying, "all persons in favor of the name of Keokuk, will please step 
forward and drink", 


He was also the first Justice of the Peace and Notary in lee County, and 
also a County Commissioner. A writer who termed himself the "Old Settler" was a 
regular correspondent for Keokuk newspapers in the 1650's, and in one of these 
presented a very plain spoken but decidedly interesting character sketch of John 
Gains, he says: "John Gains was the first Justice of the Peace, he was appointed 
by Governor Henry Dodge in the winter of 1837 and held his appointment for his 
natural life. Gains was an honest intelligent gentleman, save and except his pro- 
fanity he could truly be said to fear neither God or man; was never drunk and 
never sober during the term of his office", 


"In his official capacity he administered what he honestly believed to be 
justice, without reference to law, which he never read and for which he had_ sov- 
ereign contempt. He kept no docket, holding that when a writ was served it was 
then dead and useless. He closed the term of his office on the 21st of April 1839 . 
and. now lies on the hill near the old Catholic Church. Let his stern honesty and 
justice be now remembered and his faults forgotten", 


The erection of the stone sarcophagus is a matter of conjecture. It is known 
that Gains died of cholera, and would have been quickly interred, Also there were 
no stone cutters among the residents located in heokuk at that time. It is poss- 
ible Mrs. Gains had the tombstone cut and erected after the coming of the Mormons 
to this territory in the early 'l0s, among whom were many efficient stone-masons. 
The material is lime-stone such as the Mormons used in the construction of their 
Temple, and while the memorial is massive, weighing over two and a half tons, the 
body receptacle is less than five feet long, which would preclude the possibility 
of his having been interred in it orginally, Whether his bones were dis-interred, 
and placed in the sarcophagus is doubtful due to the horror of contagious cholera 
deaths, so it can be assumed that the sarcophagus was erected only as a momment, 

to the memory of John Gains, 
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John Gains 


Altho the old graveyard at Second and Blondeau was abandoned, his tomb re- 
mained there until after 1876, when it was removed to Oakland Cemetery. The City 
Directory of 1876 mentions John Gains in this respect- "All that remains to per- 
petuate his name is a rough limestone morumsent standing on the south-east corner 
of Blondeau and Second streets, This is the only remaining tomb indicating a hal- 
lowed spot of ground once held e&cred by every pioneer, which stands like a sent-~ 
inel upon the watch-tower of time, warning the new-comers that they are only lin- 
gering in the foot~prints of the pioneers, and like tabernacles of earth must 
soon crumble and pass away". This was taken from Isaac R, Campbell's "Reccollect- 
-ions of EFarly Settlement of Lee County". 
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\ I Named Keokuk! | 4938'7693 


Its been a matter of disputin! So finally I set on my bar 

Who named this County Lee, _ — & jug of the old good luck 

But of Keokuk there is no doubt, And offered a drink to every one 
The guy named that was me. Who voted for "Keokuk", 

Who am I, you dare to ask The way the boys all jumped 
Brother, John @ains is the name. To let me have my way, - 

Head man of the Old Rat Row? Is proof that the game of politics 
Yes, sir, I'm the very same. Was no different in that old day. 
This town was just a youngster Must fade back to history now 

Back in eighteen thirty-four. But am glad we were able to meet, 
Not much to it but my bar, Glad to seg my town has grown 

And a sort of a general store. And become Lee County's seat. 
'Twas in my saloon one evening What's that I hear from the North? 
The need of a name was talked, A dissenting voice, 1 believe, 

But at every mans suggestion Perhaps I'd better put a stop — 

A couple of others balked. To that dispute before I leave. 

I tired soon of their arguin!' Just how can I do it, brother? 
Loud talk and a bit of cussin', A lot easier than you think. 

And decided I was the man All who favor "Keokuk" 

To finish the discussion. Just step right up and drink, 


-Wm. Townsend, Daily Gate City's Poat Laureate, 191 
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Came tery Location of Graves 


Name . Block Lot 

Kiefer Vault “a 342 

. Chas. Ivins (Sierra Nevada) 2 27 

' James Tasker 3 I 
David Kilbourne | 6 22-23 
Mary Clementine Collins = +) 5 
Mary C. Jefferies 6 10-11 
Samuel kk. Curtis aaa §..9 
§.M.Brooks — 8 3 
Joshua Palean c Ra 
Jane “& Margaret Brown 18 23 
Sidney Kinsey, 18 oe) ‘ 
Samuel F. Miller 18 - 6 & Sk 
Hugh T. Reid 13 26 
Adam Hine 13 25 
Hugh W. Sample B LO & dab 
Gol. James ©. Parrott P 3 
Margaret Stillwell Ford H i 
Dr. MeCuigin & J.C.Hughes I sae 
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